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The following article appeared in the March lst issue of the local Mata- 
moras, Pennsylvania newspaper: 


AT 82, AIRPORT OWNER HAS 'CLOUD 9' MEMORIES 
by Doug Hay 


"Matamoras--Glee Dervend has been asked to speak at the 60th reunion of 
her Wellesley College Graduating Class because she has put in the long- 
est period of remunerative work of anyone in that class. 


Peepleonly go if I can walk," said Mrs. Dervend, 82, recovering froma 
broken hip sustained in a mishap last fall. She is able to get around, 
with the aid of a walker, but that is not enough. 


She remembers another reunion a few years back. Some of her classmates 
attended in wheelchairs. It saddened her. She wants to walk to the 
upcoming event so as not to 'take away from the gaiety of it.' 


The desire is in keeping with her character. Still active and alert at 
82, Glee Dervend's career includes post World War One refugee relief 
work in Turkey, and 25 years as director of social services at the 
Hospital for Special Surgery of Cornell Medical Center. She retired 
last March as Director of Child Welfare for Pike County, a post she held 
10 years. 


Her career also includes Zeki Dervend, the man who trained hundreds of 
U.S. combat pilots at the airport facilities in Matamoras during World 
War Two, carved his own airport out of 88 acres of brush, and designed, 
built and rebuilt 18 houses. 


Her romance with Dervend, who died four years ago, has a storybook touch 
coup Lt . 


He sprang from a wealthy, influential family in Turkey. At age 16, he 
had graduated a mechanics training school, been commissioned a lieutenant 


in the transport corps, and appointed aide de camp for Enver Pasha, 
commander in chief of Turkish forces in World War One. 


She was from an established American family, a Wellesley graduate with a 
degree in psychiatric social work, and head of the college's post-war 
relief unit set up to aid war orphans in Turkey at the end of the con- 


rath Wee 


The U.S. government put a Turkish transportation specialist and 40 Model 
T Fords at the disposal of the relief effort. ~ 'I had one, and a chauf- 
feur. Women did not drive yet in those days,' especially in Turkey, 
where veils were still the custom. 


Glee found her chauffeur 'conceited and impertinent,' and went to re- 
gister a complaint. That is how she met Zeki, who had been hired by the 
Americans as transportation specialist. 


They took thousands of children out of Turkey into Greece when the geet 
expelled the Armenians and their cther undesired minority groups. We 
took them in big old Russian ships that were tubs.' 


The relief operation ended. Glee returned to the United States in 1924. 
'After I came over, he did.' They were married in New York the following 
year, and took an apartment in Greenwich Village. Neither her family nor 
his approved of the match, she said. 


She went into social services at the hospital. He tried bartending, not 
because he needed the money, but because 'he didn't want me to be the 
only one with an income.' He quit after two weeks. Perhaps it was his 
Moslem upbringing, but 'He didn't like drunks, and he didn't like making 
people drunk.' 


Zeki then tried flying, liked it, and attended the Safe Air Flying School. 
Glee attended the field courses at NYU with him, and took notes for him 
to help break the language barrier. 


After Pearl Harbor, the government decided maybe Billy Mitchell was not 
all that wet after all. Zeki and others suggested civilians help mass 
produce the large number of combat pilots needed to beef up the U.S. 
armed forces. The government listened. 


He landed one of the contracts. They began training pilots at Roosevele 
Field. For security reasons the site was shifted three times before 
Matamoras was chosen in 1942. 


Zeki had 35 pilots and mechanics to help him, including Fred Hammond, of 
Port; Jervis, pandmrony Harrell, of Mi MieeRit tt. enevecraincds200 army and 
navy cadets at a time. Instruction included acrobatics and night-flying. 
The government paid for a hangar and runways. Matamoras bustled. 


Despite the activity, local residents proved remarkably disinterested in 
flying, Glee felt. They were 'too darn railroad minded.' 


The 32-acre Matamoras Airport was too cramped for Zeki. He acquired the 
Old 88-acre Wehinger Estate next door to supplement the borough ground. 
The property was 'a jungle,' she recalls, ‘deserted for years.' The 13 
heirs did not want it. The Dervends acquired it on a quit claim deed. 


NATIONAL NUTRITION WEEK 


The week of March 7th - 13th was 
set aside as Nutrition Week by the 
American Dietetic Association, in 
a nationwide effort to improve 
American eating habits. 


Our Food Service Department is to 
be congratulated for the out- 
Bemaing job it did of educating 
our employees on nutrition. 
Throughout National Nutrition Week 
the caloric values of all food 
served in the Cafeteria were post- 
ed, along with educational 
material about foods and their 
nutritive value. 


There are four basic food groups: 


the milk group -- all milk pro- 
eee, yoourt, pudding, ice cream; 
Pieemcat group —-- beef, poultry, 


fish, eggs, peanut butter, nuts; 
the fruit and vegetable group -- 
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Basketball Game -- HSS Residents 
vs. HSS Employees at 6:30 P.M. in 
Julia Richman High School, 2nd 
Floor Gymnasium. 


Mayol 


Volunteer Awards Tea. 


au bnuves, CLEIOUS: Products /-cagm 
greens, potatoes, carrots; the 
bread group -- cereals, macaroni, 
Taicezvralilepreads.. -Our Food tsere 
vice Department informed us that 
good nutrition involved eating 
foods from all of the 4 basic food 
groups at every meal. In addition, 
we found out what nutrients are 
supplied by each group, i.e., the 
milk group provides the body with 
protein, Calcium, and Vitamins 
the meat group with Iron and Vita- 
Mineo che: Frurte group with Va ves 
mins C and A, and Breads and Cer- 
eals provide our bodies with 
energy. 


The Food Service Department re- 
ceived very favorable reactions to 
their presentation and, interest- 
ingly enough, there was a de- 
crease in the number of high 
caloric desserts sold in the 
Cafeteria. 
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Annual Meeting of the Alumni 
Association. 


November 4th & 5th -- 


Zeki cleared the land, erected a hangar and shop of his own, and gave 
the Dervend Flying School a new berth. He ran it until 1967, when the 
borough council, which held the license for a commercial airport, de- 
activated its franchise. 


Zeki needed an extra piece of ground to get his own license and operate 
a commerical airport. The borough refused to rent it to him, Glee said. 
Dervend Airport changed to a private facility. 


Zeki left his mark not only on the airport. He renovated the decrepit 
Old Stone Fort, built by Jacob, Westfael in 1740. Mrs. Dervend lives 
there today. 


He also designed and commissioned the construction of three adjacent 
houses, at 20, 21, and 23 First St., building them large after the custom 
of the Turkish upper class. 


In the 1960s, he borrowed the design for the 14 houses and swimming pool 
around Dervend Circle from a vacation spot in Kennebunk, Maine. They 


are well-built, Gach with a full basement. There are no ditficuleies 
renting them, Mrs. Dervend says. 


There is not much activity around Dervend Airport anymore. Only about 
two or three planes a week land on the 1,508-foot landing strip, com- 
pared “to; the <hundredsethat roared in ‘and out during theswarsyearce 


Often, the visitors nowadays are Zeki's 'pigeons,' Glee says -- people 
he taught to fly. Others are former associates who drop in to talk over 
the old days, like Dick Merrill, president and chairman of the board of 
Eastern Airlines. 


Just about anybody 'who knows how to fly a plane' is welcome to use the 
airport for no cost other than of an advance phone call, Mrs. Dervend 
says. 


UNITED FUND DRIVE 


Mrs. Rose Cronin, Director of 
Building Services, and our 1976 
United Fund Chairman, is happy to 
report that contributions total- 
ling $7,391.50 have been received 


from more than half of the HSS 
Siva tere 


This represents a 46% per Capita 
increase over last year, bringing 
the average individual contri- 
bution. to) a record highvot sl 0—16. 


Welcome to the following 


new employees: 


Christopher McHale, 
Communications; 
Bryant, Joan Lane, 
Laboratory; Dtane 
Caracappa, Melinda 
Kroll, Celeste Welch, 
Nursing; Michael 
Kroll, 


BIRTHS 


Congratulations to all 
of the proud new par- 
ents listed below: 


Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Dorn, Building Ser- 
vice, had a baby girl 
named Theresa. 


On March 19th, Daphne 
Buckley, Dietary, and 
her hubby became the 
proud parents of 
Seed J 1bs., 2 OZ. 


Leslte and Anthony 
D'Armtento became the 
proud parents of 
Christopher Michael 
Oremarch 15th. 


Marjorte LaBarbera 
and her husband Paul 
welcomed Theodore 
Seelinger on March 
24th. Theodore 
weighed 6 lbs., 10 oz. 
Mtckey Moltnart, a 
former Nursing In- 
SEeraicctor,. and her 
husband Tony wel- 
comed Anthony Dean 
SOueMarcminuea th. 


Gracetand Al Pesct, 
Nursing, welcomed 
Christopher Collins 
on March: PSth* 


Carolyn 


Rehab. Medicine. 


Christopher weighed 
OmUDS tea O Zi. 


Lee Cameron, Photo- 
graphy, gave birth to 
Shawn M. Cameron on 
March 6th. Shawn 
weighed 8 lbs., hoz. 


Mr. & Mrs. Dents 
Vittt, Prosthetics & 
Orthotics, welcomed 
Alexis Katherine- 
Jeanne Viti, born 
Onsvenvary, 23th. 


DEATHS 


Condolences to 
Ursula Marsteco, 
counting, on the 
loss of her mother. 


Ac- 


Condolences to 
Beatrtce Beasley, 
Nursing, on the death 
of her aunt and 
sister-in-law. 


Our sympathy to 
Shirley Carter, Nur- 
Sing, on the death 
Ot nereaunt.. 


ILLNESSES 


Best wishes for a 
speedy recovery to 
the following em- 
ployees: Ethel 

Bray, Communications; 
Pamela Andromtidas, 
Janet Baldwin, Thelma 
Bristow, Mary Davis, 
Charlotte Gerontmo, 
Ruth Hager, Mary 
PLEO ts, ulate 
MeDougall, .Patrteta 
Reeves, Nancy Roberts, 
Shetla 51 lveretetn, 
Nursing; and Theresa 
Sehnetder, Public 
Information and Fund 
Raising. 


Betty Mttchell, Nur- 


Sing, returned to 
work from maternity 
leave. 


Welcome back to 
Candtda Sanjurjo and 
Valerte Jones, Nursing 


Welcome back to 
Josefina Fernandez, 
Building Service. 


OTHER NEWS 


Congratulations to 
Loutse Thompson, Medi- 
Cal Education ,20on her 
recent promotion to 
Assistant to the 
COOromiaton. 


Congratulations to 
Vineent Rauscher,. CBET, 
Engineering, on his 
election to the -Board 
of Directors of the 
Society of Biomedical 
Equipment Technicians. 


Congratubatltons wun 
Errot deGourvitte, 
Prosthetics & Ortho- 
ties, om his promotion 
EO. Sen10Lr-Orenotaste 


NYH TUNNEL 


The New York Hospital 
has temporarily closed 
the underground tunnel 
to The First National 
City Bank due to demo- 
lition of the Nurses' 
Residence. 
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